
Rei Akazawa-Smith 
Dance Teaching Artist  
rakazawa9@gmail.com 646-642-0325 

 

EXPERIENCE 

The Taylor School,  NYC - Teaching Artist 
July 2020 - PRESENT 

●​ Teaching Paul Taylor style of modern dance in various programs within the Taylor School, 
such as Arnhold Tier 3 Program, Polaris Program, Taylor Residency in New York City 
Public Schools including: Frank Sinatra School of Performing Arts, Talent Unlimited High 
School, The Nightingale-Bamford School, School at Columbia, Dewitt Clinton High School, 
John Jay School at Law, West End Secondary School 

Taylor 2 / Paul Taylor Dance Company, Various Locations - Teaching Artist  
July 2012 - June 2020 

●​ Traveled nationally and internationally to dance institutions from local dance studios to 
colleges and universities including: Hartt School of Dance at University of Hartford, 
UNCSA, Skidmore College, Western Michigan University, Ohio Northern University, UN 
Las Vegas, Auburn University, SUNY Fredonia, SUNY Stony Brook, Adelphi University, 
Wilson College  

●​ Taught Taylor Repertories, ballet, body conditioning classes at the Taylor School Summer 
and Winter Intensives in New York City 

New York Theatre Ballet School Summer Intensive, NYC - Modern Dance Teacher 
June/July 2025 

●​ Taught Taylor style of modern dance at both adults’ and children’s summer intensives  
●​ Presented repertory piece using Paul Taylor’s dance vocabulary 

The Taylor Summer Intensive, Northern Virginia 
July 2021 

●​ Taught Taylor style of modern dance, ballet, comp, and Paul Taylor Repertory 

EDUCATION 

Marymount Manhattan College, NYC- Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance  
Cum Laude 

AWARDS 

Gold Key Award of Excellence in Dance, Marymount Manhattan College  
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